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The United Nations is under pressure on several fronts at once. The United States has withdrawn from 
parts of the UN system and cut its funding, and other Western donors have followed with cuts of their 
own. At the same time, cooperation is shifting towards bilateral and minilateral formats outside the UN, 
while the protracted UN80 reform process and the election of the next Secretary-General raise the 
question of who will lead the organisation. Where does the UN stand today?
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